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John 15:1-17 
 
“I am the real vine, and my Father is the gardener. He 
breaks off every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
and he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that 
it will be clean and bear more fruit. You have been made 
clean already by the teaching I have given you. Remain 
united to me, and I will remain united to you.  A branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only  if it remains 
in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless 
you  remain in me. I am the vine, and you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in me.  And I in him, will 
bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me. 
Whoever does not remain in me is thrown out like a 
branch and dried up; such branches are gathered up and 
thrown into the fire, where they are burned. If you re-
main in me and my words remain in you, then you will 
ask for anything you wish, and you shall have it. My Fa-
ther’s glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and in 
this way become my disciples. I love you just as the Fa-
ther loves me; remain in my love. If you obey my com-
mands you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that you 
joy may be complete. My commandment is this:  love 
one another, just as I love you. The greatest love a per-
son can have for his friends is to give his life for them.  
And you are my friends if you do what I command you. I 
do not call you servants any longer, because a servant 
does not know what his master is doing. Instead, I call 
you friends, because I have told you everything I heart 
from my Father. You did not choose me; I choose you 
and appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the kind 
of fruit that endures. And so the Father will give you 
whatever you ask of him in my name. This, then, is what 
I command you: love one another.” 
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A Closer Walk 

by Geri Johnson 

        Still Waters 

He leads me beside still waters.
(Psalm 23:2) 

     I find still waters very relax-
ing! If I could, I would want to 
have a cabin on a peaceful lake. 
I would not want a lot of boats 

or people using the lake. I would like it as peaceful 
as a wilderness so I could read, write or meditate 
without distractions. I would take walks along the 
lake and talk to God, appreciating the beauty all 
around me. Mathew 6:34 it says, “Give your entire 
attention to what God is doing RIGHT NOW, and 
don’t get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with 
whatever difficult things come up WHEN THE TIME 
COMES.” The key is to deal with today’s problems 
with the strength God gives me today.  

 God leads me to still waters. In reading Max 
Lucado’s book, Traveling Light, he says that God is 
ahead of me, saying, “Come!” He tells me what I 
need to know when I need to know it. God puts him-
self between me and my need. In the Message 
translation of Matthew 6:34 it says, “Give your en-
tire attention to what God is doing RIGHT NOW, and 
don’t get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with 
whatever difficult things come up WHEN THE TIME 
COMES.” The key is to deal with today’s problems 
with the strength God gives me today.  

 God leads us today. ONE STEP AT A TIME is 
all we need to take. We don’t need to know what 
will happen tomorrow. We only need to know that 
God is leading us today. 

Prayer: Thank you, God, for leading us to peaceful 
places where we can appreciate your beautiful crea-
tion. Amen. 

Prayer Covenant For June 
“I come to you, LORD, for protection; never let me be defeat-
ed. You are a righteous God; save me, I pray!” Amen 

(Psalm 31:1) 
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What’s Going On FBC 
Sheila Ahlbrand 
CONGRATULATIONS to Sheila Ahlbrand. After years of diligent 
study, we celebrated her graduation from United Theological Sem-
inary on May 7th. Sheila is now looking forward to ordination in the 
American Baptist Churches/ USA. Her ordination celebration is 
TBD. Sheila will be preaching at the 10:00 am worship service on 
Sunday July 2nd. 

Dawei Mission 
During the month of April, three members of FBC, Giri Kasuh, 
Mishiah Toe and Cecilia Oberg travelled to  Dawei, Burma. They 
taught various levels of English hundreds of students. This summer 
we welcome Christian leaders from Dawei to St Paul. They will be 
assisting us with children and youth camps this August. They will 
also be attending KBC/USA meetings throughout the US. We hope 
to send teachers again next April to Dawei. We have been blessed 
by this partnership. 

Baby celebration 
Between 20-30 mothers and mothers-to-be come together for 
Baby Celebrations 3 times /year. Roi Saga, our parish nurse, organ-
izes these events. The next celebration is Saturday, June 17 at 10 
am. We have received generous donations from other ABC church-
es in our region and other non-ABC churches locally. We are in 
need of baby diapers, clothing and supplies to distribute to the 
young mothers. Contact Roi Saga if you would help. 

Baby dedication 
Mu Mu Dah and Zeus recently brought their brand new baby boy, 
Elijah to be dedicated in a Sunday morning worship service. 

Church Gardens 
Thank you to all of you who have planted and watered flowers 
around the church and in the planters at the front of the building. 
They are lovely. 

Judson Sunday 
Mid July every year we celebrate Judson Sunday. Our Baptist mis-
sionaries, Ann and Adoniram Judson first arrived in Burma on July 
13, 1813. This year we will celebrate the life and ministry of the 
second Mrs. Judson, Sarah Boardman Judson. She was an early 
missionary to Karen people in Dawei, Burma. Weather permitting, 
we will worship in the courtyard at 10 on Sunday, July 9th. 

Harriet Bishop Sunday 
Sunday, July 30th we will celebrate the 170th anniversary of the 
arrival of Harriet Bishop to St Paul aboard a paddlewheel boat on 
the Mississippi River. Harriet was the first public school in Minne-
sota. The first Sunday after she arrived in St Paul, she conducted a 
Sunday School for 7 children. This was the beginning  of the First  

Baptist Church. 

Weddings 
There has been a flurry of weddings at FBC. Some of them are in 
the sanctuary and use the gym for the reception. Some are in the 
sanctuary with the reception elsewhere. Some weddings use the 
gym for the service and reception. There are several more wed-
ding scheduled for the upcoming months. 

 

Condolences 
Several members and former members of First Baptist Church 
have recently died: 

Sharron Nelson 
Pat Szalapski 
Hella Mears Hueg  

ROW 
We continue to make slow progress with our Right of Way suits 
against the City of St Paul. We have been reimbursed for pay-
ments made in 2011,2012 and 2015. We continue to protest this 
unfair and improperly applied assessment. The City has still nev-
er demonstrated any kind of special benefit that we receive from 
the special assessment. The City has made some changes to their 
method of collection, though we would argue it is still illegal. The 
City is projected to decrease our 2017 assessment by 80%. 

Dave and Geri Johnson 
Dave and Geri Johnson will soon be finishing their 1 ½ year inter-
im ministry in Ithaca, New York August 1. We look forward to 
them returning to St Paul. 

St Paul Saints Parking 
FBC is again this year providing inexpensive parking for vendors 
at St Paul Saints games.  

Main Idea AA 
You are invited every second Friday evening of the month to a 
pin ceremony of the Main Idea  AA group. The potluck dinner 
and program start at 7:30 pm in the gym. There are 19 AA 
meetings per week in the lower auditorium. The pin ceremony is 
an open meeting that celebrates milestones in member’s sobrie-
ty. Some receive one month pins or 3 month, 6 month,1 year,5 
year, 20 year and more. 

Hope Community Church 
Hope Community Church of Minneapolis planning to begin wor-
ship services in Lowertown. Sunday August 20 at 6 pm Hope will 
begin regularly meeting at FBC. The congregation has been very 
effective in reaching out to people in their 20s and 30s. We look 
forward to this new partnership with brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

Miss Burma 
Miss Burma by Charmaine Craig is a new book from Grove Press. 
The author is Karen. She was recently in St Paul a t a book sign-
ing. Miss Burma is “a powerful and epic novel of colonialism, 
ethnicity and the ties of blood. Miss Burma tells the story of 
modern-day Burma through the eyes of one family struggling to 
find love, justice and meaning during a time of war and political 
repression.” 

Quarterly Meeting 
You are invited to a quarterly business meeting Sunday, July 16th 
@ 11:00 am. There will be updates on things that are happening 
at FBC. 
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Our Homebound Members  

Carol Ann Johnson Earl Swanlund 

Luchene Donazal Shirley Sweum 

Mary Cisneros  Aye Saw 

Patrick Junior 
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1.Selena Paul 
 Mu Mu 
 Moo Law Eh Paw 
 Kaw Mar Ner 
 Htoo Baw  
2.Eh So Doh 
 Chist Hay Soe Thaw 
 Kaw Zawaye Kyaw 
3.Eh Keh 
 Pa Daw 
5.Ka Naw 
 Eh Kalu Moo Hser 
 Cow Boy Dway 
 Diane Denning 
 Day Mu Htoo 
6.Alexander Si 
 Mu Mu  
7.Ni Thaw Gay 
 Kaw Mula Kwa Soe 
8.Savannah Htoo 
 Celina Paw 
10.Paw Dai  Ngyah 
 Felix 
 Wah Lay 
 Wah Gay Soe 
11.Paw La Shur Lah 
 Bah Soe Gay 
12.Shell Ber Wah 
 Judy Say 
 Zephaniah Tunbaw   
13.Phyu Zar Htoo 
 Moo Soe 
14.Paul Gregory 
 Gaw Ta Lo Thaw  
 Ni Ni  
 Saw Victor Moolay 
15.Sandra Larsen 
 Rubby Lay 
16.Ronald Aung 

 James Se 
17.Tha Ma Lar Lay 
 Eh Hser Htoo 
 Hser Gay 
 Mu Si 
18.Derta Jack 
19.Thessayla Poe Bay 
20.Tim Milligan 
21.Day Bay Star 
 Eh Paw Paw 
23.Saw Napoleon 
 Pler Doe Say 
24.Moo K’Paw Lah Soe 
 Daphne Tun Baw 
 Has Kpru Paw 
 Oh Moo Ku Paw 
25.Julia Kyaw 
 Mee Nyo 
 Thein Ler Wah 
26.Golden Mier 
 Julee Moo 
 Paul Denning 
 Shar Ree 
27.Eh Ler Moo 
 Ker Dee Pei 
 Cleopatra Doh 
 Be Ka 
28.Simon Day Tun Baw 
 Tha Da 
 Sae Soe Eh 
 Anita Lu 
 Swe Swe Eh 
29.Mu L Soe 
 Eh Taku Nyaw 
30.Steven John 
 Samuel Sunny 
31.Penny Kessler 
 Eh Klar Lay 
 Eh Nei Dah Tee 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
Saturday, July 15 10:30am — Board of Decons   
   Meeting    

   12:00pm — Church Council   
   Meeting    

Sunday, July 9  Judson  Sunday 

   In Courtyard 

Monday, July 17 5:30 ― Trustees  

Sunday , July 30 Harriet Bishop Sunday 

Monday, July 31 Kids Camp @ FBC 

 

Summer begins  June 

21 .  Hope everybody 

enjoys  it.  


