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This special farewell edition of
the Visitor is a commemoration
of David Johnson's interim min-
istry at First Baptist from March
2016 until July 31st, 2017.
It has a compilation of Dave’s
“Messages from the Pastor” and
Geri's “A Closer Walk* devotion-
als that have appeared in the
Visitor along with pictures from
the Johnsons' sojourn with us.
What does the Lord
require of you?
To do justice,
Love mercy and
Walk humbly
with our God
Micah 6:8

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Barb Fry greeting Pastor Dave at
the July 23rd farewell reception.

607-273-5800; www firstbaptistithaca.org; email: fbithaca@gmail.com

Our Thanks to Dave & Geri Johnson

Dave Johnson has served as interim
pastor at First Baptist Church for almost

a year and a half. Fortunately for FBC,

he is married to Geri and she joined

him in this ministry. During the initial
conversations with Dave, it was clear that
he is a compassionate and loving person
— just the type of person needed to
shepherd FBC through an interim period.

David arrived in late winter 2016, and
suggested that it would take about a
year and a half for the congregation
to be ready to welcome a new settled
pastor. Not only has David provided
leadership to worship at First Baptist,
but he has also provided counsel to us
individually and in groups. We have
always felt supported.

Geri was a valued member of the
Worship team and has contributed
devotions to the “Visitor.” Her constant
support for all of us was palpable

and is much appreciated. Dave has
demonstrated his loving spirit time

and again. He has attended almost all
of the meetings of the several teams,
committees and cabinet. He has become
very aware of the activities and functions
of FBC. He supported the Pastor Search
Committee, by providing comment
when asked, and by not attempting to
influence the process. Even to the final
days of his interim ministry, David has
provided much guidance and counsel.
For example, he and Geri hosted a
Worship Team retreat at their home on
Saturday, the 22nd of July.

Much has happened during Dave’s
interim ministry. The congregation has
matured, and has grown spiritually. We
are on a healthy trajectory of healing.
We are now looking forward to the
future with ideas, enthusiasm, optimism
and energy. When Dave first arrived he
committed be interim pastor through
July of 2017. He suggested it would

David and Geri Johnson at their reception July 23rd.

take about a year and a half for the
congregation to be ready to welcome a
new settled pastor. Upon arrival, David
indicated that an important aspect of
his job was to help the congregation get
ready for a new settled pastor. Judging
from the congregational meeting on 9
July, we are definitely ready to welcome
the new settled pastor. His prediction
of the amount of time required was
“spot on.” David Johnson has done his
Jjob wonderfully well! We are lovingly
grateful and appreciative.

The “Thank You” reception on Sunday,
23 July, illustrated to the congregation
and to Dave and Geri that we will hold
them dear to our hearts. We hope that
they will remember us fondly, as we do
them. Dave, and Geri, thanks for helping
us get to the next steps.

Bill Fry,
Moderator of First Baptist Church

(See next page for Farewell Reception)
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